Screening for glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase deficiency prior to dapsone therapy.
Dapsone is widely used in dermatological practice. The case of a Greek female patient is reported who had a severe, acute, haemolytic episode shortly after commencing dapsone therapy, despite a normal glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD) screening test. A subsequent quantitative assay revealed reduced levels of G6PD consistent with the heterozygous state. This illustrates that routine screening tests may fail to detect the decreased levels of (G6PD) which occur in female heterozygotes. Since these patients are at risk of severe dapsone-induced haemolysis, the need for quantitative G6PD assays in females from susceptible racial groups is emphasized.